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Introduction

Thousands of years ago, a home was little more than a sheltered place in
which to sleep. Later, indoor fireplaces and ovens allowed people to cook

inside their homes. In recent centuries, homes sprouted washrooms and sinks,
thanks to indoor plumbing, and in the last 100 years, electrical and telephone
systems have become standard features.

Homes have come a long way since their humble beginnings as crude shel-
ters. In the 21st century, digital lifestyles will influence home design as never
before. The modern home is a place for high-fidelity entertainment, advanced
communications, and automated convenience. This book shows you how to
bring your home into the new millennium. We show you how to install whole-
home remote controls, cable TV systems, computer networks, public address
systems, multi-room sound, backup power, and the latest phone systems.

Wiring Your Digital Home For Dummies offers illustrations, diagrams, and 
job-site photographs to help you better understand the sometimes complex
wiring topics. We’ve packed this book with practical advice on what to include
in new-home designs and techniques that work whether you’re building a
new home or updating an existing one. Even if you’re not a do-it-yourselfer,
this book helps you better understand digital systems, allowing you to make
more informed decisions as you work with your architect or builder.

About This Book
If you’ve ever started a sentence with, “I wish my home were wired for (insert
fantasy here),” then Wiring Your Digital Home For Dummies is for you! This
book is organized into parts and chapters, creating the framework that builds
and binds the book together. You needn’t approach the book in one single
way — we expect that you will jump from section to section based upon your
needs and plans.

We wrote this book both with the construction trade professional and the
novice in mind. For the do-it-yourselfer, we’ve packed in lessons learned from
a combined 80-plus years of working as electricians, technicians, and com-
puter and networking geeks. We hope you can relate to these lessons as you
complete your projects.
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If you’re a professional, Wiring Your Digital Home For Dummies provides a
heads-up on features you may want to include in the next home you wire, and
it gives some insights about what your residential customers will ask you to
do in the days and years to come. For builders, architects, engineers, design-
ers, and electricians, this book is not only a reference but also a marketing
checklist. As a builder, use it to work with the buyer the next time you’re asked
to quote a price for a new home. Electrical contractors will want to use this
book when working with the builder to offer options in the wiring contract.

Conventions Used in This Book
When we refer to or paraphrase some section of the code, we mean the
National Electrical Code (NEC) sponsored by the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA). Often we use the word must without referring specifically
to the code. This usually means either the code requires it or the circuit
won’t work correctly any other way. Wiring to code means meeting a mini-
mum standard. Most of the time this minimum standard is sufficient.

In some cases, we refer you to helpful resources on the Internet. Web
addresses are printed this way: www.wiley.com.

What You Don’t Have to Read
It’s perfectly okay to skip items you already know or don’t care about. For
example, if you already know the code inside and out, then you can probably
skip stuff that is marked with the Code Stuff icon (although we think that a
quick refresher is always a good idea).

In some cases we include sidebars, which provide nice-to-know information.
Sidebars don’t contain critical information, so you can safely skip them if
they don’t meet your current need.

And finally, it’s a good idea to read all paragraphs marked with Warning icons.
The information in those paragraphs is critical and will prevent mistakes that
could cost you — or hurt you.

Foolish Assumptions
Whether you know nothing about wiring, everything about wiring, or you’re
somewhere in between, all we assume about you is that you want to better
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