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INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW

‘14 book 1z intended in part az o history oF evcholuey, bat nar as aocom-
Pt history — the covorge given is partiad amd buncores (e the rerrent
volume, wig Bellows the convention of Bichards 129961, in veiny, "povcholopy”
b medfer b the smbject matter of oswycholopy, and wying Pweshologet hesefor
tisthe ||i«|'i'|'=|'ir||_ Fhirk stmcliig $hat 1.r_:||:.rir_u_-l' matter.] A |.;|1'_!r1 manher oof hasborie=:
of sychelopy ane available, vardng in soopr of oeverage, aml in the
aprraeches taken by the anthors, bor the oarment velume, wee bigve decided
on L iepibed, coverame of e histodeal deveioponent of “he discpline. ifllow -
i v fur o greater disoussion of contempocary Peychology thon s nor
mally zhw case, Thus rather than presenting a detaibed histunye of Psyecholosy,
and comcluding with a chaprer dascribing contemporary Peychlogy, wo
prosEnt an overview of e histery of Pyvchology. and give detailed coverage
aF iwsurs of debabe within conternpomry 'sychology, Uhe haxice of histurical
rederiid bz heen direrked By v dnbereste, ame ataecfo bipghlighb Fae centead
argaatd o 1w bk, 1hat the develapement oF Fae diseiplase Tag hoan, and
orikbnees e bay, vonhingunt on i wricden TibrLpTe i fachars. Hi!'l.-'irll-; cordd 14l e
Taplisnye 1huat the ]:ll't,"_-il_'rl‘h'.‘Hl_:-I'l ot Fhice '|l.|':h‘1|‘_',.I Lot Pi:_.'n:'l'lclll'rﬂ},' Er_':i'..'l-"ﬂ hete is Tudh
wabid om? enluababe, for the pogmons iven B,

T adfit~em to beings o brabory of l‘*.-whu]u,p.rthla barck 1 a resenaree fororrk-
il Pswchologgy. % mpfor focus of the buok is on fnvestipabimg o oomber of
iz anid debates within contemparary Psvchology. In doing so, v raswe
o whd e Tomezse o sources and sTpaments, inclding those within Ehe disci-
l‘ﬂjl'u.: ibric] Frismm mediaboerd I.]i"\-':'i[:llirll:"'- s e s '|-.-'|'|'i[|:e~4: |r|'|'.}- aric] o5 |r'i-:|E|'|ﬁ}'."i."l.;'t:.||-:|‘.~
coasider the variely of comtawls within which the discipline has devalepsad
and is cuerently Jdeveloping. Examuning Uhe bistory of Psychelogy providesa
Framewsatk for e apprroach toocsiles] Payrholagy thal e Taonk adnpez. Thus
wa SEaTE by ranskdering: Tioes Faichalegy Tass boc shapsd o the pasd by a vai-
eLy of dacloes, 1 Hon st o siskar Forees ame coerating on Lhe oinie-
berrpaaea r clenaclapmeni of Fhe disgipline. Thes ek s dhenehoes roze i 3
Rislary -f_‘lr"!""s}-q_|1|}'||,}1__=|1.r. A engpeshixd in the procedine paraceaph, fhe heal @<




2 HIETORY AND THESRIES OF PETYCHOLOGY

acombination vf a cfidcal history of Fsychobsy, and o crideal look ak current
issuesin Peychaoeey . W belicowe that the history of the d2sdipline provideaan
imprortient resuaroe for wwibeal peycholugizte, in that it prosices s Sich set o
material for the practice of metatacory . In the remsinder of this nteodaction,
vt mhitl] pustity this by dofinimg soooae of the termes ased, and drawing, tegeether
car arguments. This, we hope, will prepars you for the spproach we ate tak-
ing 0 the book. Cver the coume of the book ak a whitle, wa hope th proride
Flarty ot cvidence as to the validitr and value of the approzach.

What Is Criticil Pxychology?

Diffarent prychodogisty usa the term ‘critical Feychology” in many difberant
WAy Bl:furi:luuking at the valuag -:hfaim-:l:.ring history a3 a resouroe for critZ-
cal Peycholigey, itis impottant bo be clear wehat serse of the ferm we ane nzing,
Llere, weu will roview some aopreaches to cddcal Peychology. What unites
thaee different aporoaches is a deprea of rejfecton of mainatream Farckalogy,
g0 we will atact by comaiderivg, what ‘mainatreamn’ Farchalogyr is.

Fox and Prilteltencky ¢ 1957, describa mainstraa Paycholngy as a visw of
Psychology az 3 soetwe coinductedd by objactive reseatchers and practitianers
whe snoover the trath about kuman behaviour, This form of Pavchology.
they arsue, i5 that whichis aost often @auycht in inatitutions, and practiaed by
applisd and research psycholomsts. This wiew holds the practice nof
Paychology o e value free. and amaffected by whal might be lermed
extradisciplinary concarns.

In ocomtrast, there are a number of poeitioas, Jdescribed as critical
Fsychology, that veject this siew of Peychology as an objectire aclence con-
ducted in Dolation. Critical Peychologies varinusly amphasize the influence
of a range of factars in shaping the development of the diacipline, tha reflex-
ity of the discpline imelt, and the sociepolitical eonsaquences ot psiche-
lical theory and practice. Wi will disowss these vardous forme o crideal
['swehuleay intwe coarsely defiood proups: political critical s ycholopy, and
mettheoretica] cotical Peycholugy.

An rpurant aside here s te note the debae around che identification of
internal ond exrernal tactors. In o noive vicw, it is Doesibla b identity dirceets
factors influencing the developmeat of the diectuline, soma of which ate
internial b the diacipline, and othera nt weiica are satermal b tha discipline,
these tactors having larzaly discrete effacta. Tt reama mnre reasnnable ki say
that thire is o rangge of facters influendng the disdpline, which varny in the
oo B owehicl thoey e idendfivd as impeoctact o sychelagy. Funthes.
thase Forces ack nteactivedy anl reflesivlly.

Posbitial coiticdd Peycholugy o= vangeened with developing i Peychalog.
that Bas theames of =ocind ustice, the weltane of commuonitics, and aleres the
gtobhas quo of sociefy in peral and Peycholory inparticolar (es and
Urilleltensky 19497, Such criticul Usvehulosrios discuss the natore of main-
gtream [sveaolopy n thess termes. with an emphasis on achieving caanye.
Lamples of this kind ot critical Psycholegy include temminist PCerchology and
many formes of discursive Pevcholopy,




INTRODAURGTION

Whil wee deaulionshs) wrm matathaaretical crilival Pagcholegy hasa mnee
academic cunsern, gned 15 Tesss crvncema] with cffect o change, althougl the
work. ol oolitical  critics] peychologists is oaw impoertant Jeasurce.
Metalheorelical cTitival Prpchoniezy b5 pantoularly concerned wilh assesang
Lhe adequacy of theory, welbml, and practioe v hin Paychology. Tais
aporcaclht aims Lk encodeage & stromge apprecation of the slrenglhs and
vraabmecees ol patlicular  appenachen and  [heorefical  peaiticns o
Fevchology, and emphasives Lhe ceed for conlexlual and inlegralive inler-
pretalion. Wriling as lecburas, wo ase this az nat only 4 more realizlic
appremach Lo the siljecd mattee of B digagplones, bat also as o valunble indil-
|rsrLizeal o AN T ks ilﬂ'n:lg]lt.

Approaches To Historr

A nueber of approocches a0 history have boen destifed, far caample, by
Kichards (1995, which soill be Triefly sammarized. O alvle Rislories
Letded a1 have a e, wndelleviod foos, tracing Ee cirasndog ical doecel-
aptenlal Lthe discipline. They were Jazsgely celeb-ibory G WK AR, oF prn-
greasivinl], doscrilurg development os o progressiee process of Sndiee the
truta. Such histories gemeralle overlooked the wider contexkb o wehach the ges-
-:'.i[:llirm IJI.'!'..'L'[II[J!"(]. Sl an :_:le'rTl_ra-:_'i\ migh’r b cdeseratxoed ax intemalict Jin
ermirasl Woeklornalist, bt ses aboesdh, Tnosuch histories, the prog e v
developimenl of Lhe discipling occurred ihoatellecteal and cullureal isolalion,
and a0 was dimpleildyt anmune o crslarinatinn by oulzide  lonces.
I'rasenlist hislavies ars hb:.r-rlm in which zhe agtbnrs Elen relical Pposilion
repreaen [EX AR TR |'|.. arcd 2o |.5t"~|'|t'r,||'|'.- w ettt shoo pree s thurie, a5 n
deuelnpmenla] proceds Teading Lo Hs dnee position, Such Rislories lail L
ar:-..epl thal Ihe presenllRegrlical arthodose may beononomgne vatid Lhan ore-
vioue orthodoanes, which weretbemeeleis vicwed 2z e brag pesdtion h} the
presuntist bisteriang af e dme

Bowenlly, o voerber of albemtree apprcisches to0 histary base Tasen
adopled. Pacticulatly iotersting are revesaonist and anti-eevisionist bialorss,
avd what mighl be called new hislory, all ol which ave Jdiscusaed belawr,
Llreae histories share, i varying degress, o rejection cf the prognressivist 2o
wternal:s’ approach, bul 1he presentisl appraach 35 harder 1o avoid - il ia
denrl:.' impoaaible W wrile higtnry from anylhing olaer than Lthe presenc
Ewan o, i2is importzol o avwold the lrap ol discurmsng oo alompararny theoties
33 largely Lrue,

Thes ave a nurles o reacons why we nighl wanl LAludy histoa v, Brisfly,
and locking, [or v, al T slady o7 Ticlamy il v Pigist, wie can identify:

| Incerecc
1 Undersmanding

i_miz way o appredate the nature of the discipline is to cramine how 3t got be
b the weay itis. Yhes we can look at the queations that have boon asked aboat
poychalogical issues, and the waws in swhich the questions have becn
addressod, 23 2 wey of understanding curnent work in Pavchology.
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1 Leasming the Lezzons

In Prychology, ta2ories cnme and 2o, as Jdoooethod ologles. Ty studving The
histnry of Fsvchelogy, wea can learn the lassons ol the pase TE we are weplar-
ing previnusly acceplad Lheories ot methodaoleg ies with e nnea, we Tave
tit eddress the dittionlties that led 1o the wejectinm ob the o, 107 Rrample,
introgpection was criticised as belng Aulbjecthse, =0 any replacement had w
nolL b wrrertly) subjectise. hne mportantly, Tieererirar, satteel im== 4 hevarios
at arelhadelogies are cewrisiled, amd when they e accepled e it irpiee
AR 40 (00 O 01 3 Y TR OIS sk s, a5 1s curren b e case in ney
rpsichnlogy, Belaledly, presicous Meveies ar anthodologsiss rmuay hisee heen
tejcied Trematively, and with hind=ight the waloes of 1hage Theoees can T
zean, (or example. thework ol Barllell

4  Crimleal Linderscanding

Underslaading bow psychology 2ot ba be e wayr 3t is is all veer sweell.
Hurweever, shudving Isory oifers far moee than Phes In paclualar, oy study-
ing Bistory we can benell o hindsight, aonl use Ihis peespecbve ka o=
et thye wiay in which ihe Jdevelupesent of theorics in Pswchology s
dependent o a ramge ab Teclars, et of sl Tiss Tl b wei tebee sash-
L matler ilsald,

Flaving lonked at the tvpses of histoss thal are pansoad, and laoked Triooad 1y
ai Lhe reaions lor sludying history, il s imwiekaa | B consicder e eoles Bk
histary can play. Hislorical acrounta aze nob eeleal, and mssalve some
degrag of saleclion ol focws amd casice af imerprelation. Wainelesom
Pavchinlagy is oflen seen as heing suppacked by a cerlain Lype ol histery —lie
Lraditional, celebrauaty, hslcy 3] seeves t0 ustify Tha sl qua, rmiskeng
L e the inesilalhe ernnsequence of 2 pregressoee develepment, Cleary,
aich hizhories aer ansossanly wodellochoal,

Juet amormainslesam Teyprhnlagy is scppoerhsd by deaditiomal histimivs, wa is
oolilical critical Pajehology supported Tar ceitval histories, mesl nobstly
Lheae wrilben Eoro a Jeminist parspslivre. Hovsewe: stich hisbinied, in seek-
ing te challenge the arainatzeant. 1 the risk of baing resdsianiat. Foreaxam-
vle. lecn Kamir. and Swphen Jay Gould have both besn accused of
rerigionisim (Harris 199570, Tor Tie sciepce axed poditics of 10 and The mizmese
ol gies respnhmely.

Crilical hisbories mrnd nal necessacily e eovicionisl, Hareig desceilys Ehye
AT 1l Lk e E‘liﬁlf&-l‘_'r' nF T"R_'_cl."h-e'llng.-;_'_.' thok Lrias by Freorfoirer srmtes-
Lual, more wlugive, ard avaidaal of Jie peedlens af celehzatoes ami rovi-
aiomist bislories. Thia kind o hisloery, wilh an emphasia on social contocl aad
political concoTi, i el great vaiue Lo political crilical pachologists, (O par-
ticular interest 0 1 25 metathapretical critical prycholegists s the queation,
what role can histery play in suppording our work?

Histooy As Metathoory

In looking at the vzlue of hislory Lo melalheorelical crilical Paycholagy, we
shall consider two particularly gead exaniples of Hareis™s newr Zisloey —




IMTRBPUCTION -

Danspgers LTH9U) Corstractie the suojoct, and 1lerman's (1992 e caman o of
Ameriern pspowolary. Danziger'a book fucuaes on che way in wiich
Yevchelogy has craated ils omer s Lject Tnattar, and par‘_'lcularl}' on thae way
it which el o) what 35 aowr accepled as a nevesaatt Comnpoitens af psyv-
chologizal resaarch is a vacial construction. As auch, this aiateaizal slp-]::-mafh
provides valuable insights irbo the nature of methoduology  wichin
Pevehelony. as a counnerpoint o the orthodeox presentation of carment
methodolony as the maht way of conducting psychologica. rmeearch
llenman s book focasas o the role of psychologists in the porsuit of political
and cultieal authority, and Uae impact of this pazsuiz on the satire of thee-
riez produced. Kather than preserting Favchaingy 23 a ool of authorily,
Bk e Gas Pevisires? histeeics mightl el sheemphazizes the rollsive
relationst:ip becwesn e iz ipline id Fapehelogy aond he zociopolilical con-
el vethin which Faeomoleme iz stadied and aractised.

Brnth books ave gond axambles cl the uee of hislory tar the purpose of cTib-
<alunderslanding, as deserized previoualy. They shoer howe Lae claTent crohe-
duxy in Fsvekeology is the result of 2 vange of conlingen: factoms, rather than
sureinevitabkle cutcomea. |'hesa anoks look atsing la ikmues. A simdlar cpproach,
applied more widalr. mused in Richard="s 1 15%k Pl ey pewciolog i o ads giace.

Acrilical underalanding ol Lhe desalopment af conlemporaty Paychologyr
is uelamertal b oo oackatheeebieal eeitical Poecho'ees, and crilica’ hisln-
ries are esscngil i praoeiding this asdeezbaeling. Fowaseor, ae sk Thae
approis b furelber, Hoeings wased o Tosfosicn] perganties e demazalmie e
lacioes undreleing dewodopment ancl aceeplanee of 1IFoatolical pesilicns, we
can wae e zame lechnigees oo coesider issoes ol debale in peaesn. day
Peychology, showiag Lnal Le same foeces are in ep2zation e the migaiag
develoament ol lhe diacialins — cearlye this involves a rejeclion of the e af
conlermparanr Lheori=s as leue. ¥We leal Lhzl hia aparcach o the stady of
Feychology 5 valuabla and poweerlal, bolh in lerme ol deseleping a “leaver
view of e nalure ol Payrhelagy, and in s al pramcling critical ETIEALE-
rrersd weth e ||'lﬂn"i|'r'|i|1|: syl T q..||.|‘:-‘|.-|'- Hirris |W.-T:l_, "Lk H I Tiede -
ical aewi mereess, 1l vaall be wsrsaer Leoeriie A||_'|-' vigwe wahal is la".l:.iI'IEh [:llifl;" lf‘u.‘[a’.-:.-" .

Apeout THE AuTHoRS

It v coaventicnal in Eatrodusing a tedt to give a lide backronnd inborna-
Hom aboart dhe authors, siller o 2alisly the corinsily of the reader or to con-
vince tha veadar of their credentials. "White anch are valid purposes, we
Paliere the proision nl Tackgeonad aniermation plays a mote impotlatl
tole. Asslnled abrece, araf s ol e ermphasized in lakz chaplers, anyr his-
tery, and indeed any olece rl wriling, is necesasiiv partial, and will neces-
soTily b= Znfluenced = Lhe pasizions of the anthaoea, oo ceder 1o take accosnt
uf £hiy, it is necessany to provide forration abont the autlwors we cnanle the
reader o judge how the authoms’ position has influenced thee writing 1 lere,
Flvepbage, e will intnodnce oursehes and atempt o ceplain bowe one s
b imfluenoed war writing,
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e e both lechurers in Pewchelogy al Choliembacr, amed Cloaeester
b of Highur Edwdior, (COGCHEY T O0kal arm carmently, gl Jonathan
ik fomewrly, course Decler for the unclepgrsdiah: propmomore in
Pavcholpry. Wy Dackgronnd weas anplealiy In Sempaet saweoer, ovimg
it Py holoary s i WS i cvpartive setence aned resesarch on jeefifieial
inte lgeae and cogoitive lgwistacs. T oinad CHOHE as 4 posterad nale she.-
Jueil in Py befoen accepding o poslilan thereas a full-tizwe leslorer. In
stilvmp cogenitive FevsTasopy, Towas strack Pas4ne melimoe of camvecnbiconl
cugmitive Tsvchalogy on particulir philisayduria] positiors, aod parbcolas
moxlelling techminues anc assumptions. My interest wes in hew gach poss-
Hons and assempticns came o adopbed, harviog conchuded Sor mvself thet
alterratives were mere plansible, o porticadar, | ain conmectionist ratber
than svinbolic in my approoch to cognitive rnodelling, anc this posidon bios
a refleaive eladonship to my posidans regenlizge philesaae of mool. and
the inctephore uncderlving copnitive evcholopy. Considoring s issues
neveesieily Ieads tooooclegree of Dlellecival rachtBaornstioal coaticalite. Tn
aeddition, «thamzh my cxpectise 1w ot cogmbmee domamn, 1am of ceunse
inflzenel by my palitioal beliots, whuchaee by He Qeit of conime A corn b -
don of cuncern abont zhe nsess Peychologeye s pot fo insuppaort of srtthetcal
(2 me) political poaitions, and a nascent meatneoretical criticality, Les led
e b g broader criticelinr. Porsuing this intercet inbrodueed me toa qaegme of
valnahle histovically based critical matcrial, which hinted at the value of his-
rory tor metathoooy.

WMy (fonathan) backgrevns i@ mere conventonally puyerdogmical thaon
Daivs, [ came b Chelneabam and Clowcester Fhe vear befune the mall
Usyrhdogy dewree bBeger, Althaugh my backgrinned was more cognidive
Fhise wiwsizi] thgt sIT U195 e n;:lri‘!-;'i_n;_:'l reprae lasedoer wege. jj:l_‘h:‘*rj'.illl}' [rree
zruded, Laawingg my as both cowese Leader sond wlthaue o soczal pswchelogs.
Atrer a year where | tanght maditonal sucial peychao eiee L raoidly desoloped
on interest in the, then nowe o me, challengres be sudal peycholser that dis-
vonnrsy anelysds presented Lk Tod e toweanls social corstmectioniem amld
writicy Fi._l.-u:hl_:-]_-:_l!-;_lr', bover mrvps thiot seerrws] eroae s tneee comscgint verth iy
penerdl wlews an politics aad ko hing 3 work Tan maimseam Payrchalos s
For me Pizbory Joa poel of the saluabion o the puzzle us) whye ane Milngs oon-
stracled as they roe?

Book ORGCAMIZATION

A the tihe syneests, tae boek 3= in e piets. TR Prest part, comgitesiage cight
] '|1i|||:ll'|.'r~:l. !-;i_w_'ﬁ am e iy o tfee I‘|i,.‘-‘|:l_l|r_l|-' Lt 'F'h:.-'l_"'|1|.:-_|q1!-;_l|-'. Fil::_rrhnl-; ookl i s
vl ol approgaches to Tusiary and The philoaophes of saence, 1Tha fallowsing
chaprers give a arly chronclogical, partly opical. cnverage of tha develop-
menl af Papchnlogy. Thus we lrace the faciora ndluensing Lthe ioumding of
Pawhalrgy o g parlicular kind of diacipline, anc the ﬁuh-'.m'[uenl_mpid ard
ey developoawnl of A Ttampe nf different rpproaches in academic
Pewhalbor, wpr by 19415 We Lhen Inok al the comeuriend develaoment el
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applied Pawrhrlogy, and move closely al the relalinnship betweasn the puy-
choanalvtie movemend and disciplinary Psychology. We Hnizh this time
period by loaking al lhe telalinnahip belwern Mfapohology and wider society.
lncking at The rellexive relalionshép balwreen Lhe twer., Dalore poing on 1o ook
al st e devcbopnent s e 2ociad mnd cogniliee Paprhelagy, This parl rl the
Ponk vl b anf FJ.IT"i-:'I.:]iI.T irherist fo Fhoeear interesdes] i thae hiﬁlur_'.- 1o
Parelnlogy, but as dise oreed shxree, the crephiisis weall oed e ancdeaziog The
chain ol gvonls, bl ather on idealiliving the conloexlual Gaclees influsncing,
Lhe engoing deselopmant ol Lhe disc.plins.

‘The secand part of Lhe hoak, comprising sessen chaplars, lnoke at a range
ref z8suas in conlesuprrary Paychnlogy. In gareral theae chaplers can be read
in izcdalion, altheugl: ihece arw Linn ks Deliwen sorne — Lese a b highdighled in
lhe bel. 1.1.’9 starl by Tonking 2L dhe relalianshop Delvreen Paycholosy: and
mimerilies, e Lading an appepeale hisierical parespectise, We Lhen examibe
e ratiee i|||||‘| 1'|._'\-|-:'1_|'|: 1 I‘I'II"I[J-HF.‘IF}' r"q'_-.--:_'E'q ﬂl_:-!:'.}'_, ._|r||.] TFoe Lo sCrslhe- |'r|‘avc""r:'!|Ei|"|i.'§I
weeltur Flue -:'|i.~i|'i'||'|1r||_1. [1u [h-\.ll"‘l'._. g .;'||_;|[:|I'|_-_- st ok e ‘l:-e-l'nl‘.-:"lr'_':m' Iy B
T e s ]'l}- Tk alaa E'.l|l_'r‘=. 'y AT censmicder soreenl debales o nd Lol
P*-‘ﬁ"l.'h-:’llngv ared adweibe o el esgemeraatiooe of Lhe condent af [2od [:llE"'f-
averyday pevchoceizing — a wope sadly averlonked by swech academnic
Tawne hnlngv which Jeawves 4 zap Lo b Dl v papular psychology.
Fnl]m.ms Mis, s Tk ol emthendelagical  ssues in conlempazaey
Peyehalngy, avd croelude Toe cnnsadering the major hrasches of modern
Pezrchobagy, cognilivey, amd zocial Tooeach of Thesn, wen o Lically examina
ﬂl"':F'll_lldlil:-. [x_wj[-il:}rlh; unli' HEHN 4L S ._:.Fl.'rml'l'l'n:_ s |-:_'|.'l.h. Thar .|r|.h"|:=-:_|'|: 1 5 earl SdiT-
vrial sime thaeas that ek amfeerges oor coreern gy s antheors - rFerenl aothore
wiadhf T clicsen o cilheeend s of dmsg .

T'|'|r|.‘:lu5|:||:-ul tlu: ';1|_||.:|'|-1|. e vnaakice of s b l:'I‘I.-IF:l"'Hr 1 i el oo Al ideo-
ductien L a parlicolar ares, catlee han ws 2 cn-mple-le wonerane. The
intended audlience i advanced urdergraduale sludenls, sl EI|I'I.='F.|C|‘.-' hasre
sonte knowledpe of The nalue of Pﬂn_hn]rrgx- Tur Lhis end, 1he ros=rage 15
intended o be accesaible, 1o v e Breadlh aver deplh, .and Lo praphasize
argurmenls and debales sailher Luan deseriplion. This maans Lhat <one sead-
eFa, |:'!I~’|I"l||1.l]a’.| ]'n.' -:'l.‘:l"l.‘i:i-.'{um FLAEERY Firie] Hhan PN L b ||'||.‘.-|'|J:|"|[_'IEEIF' alud
lawkmg dq*[‘b-‘l:]"l I-\E‘ﬂ[:-ll]l'l-fl.-"t' feir ‘l:'|'|1h. Bab vt Taligwen ol 40t hie o fAee e My
AL L1 W o smagdivne sy d{"‘hlﬁ [T anpm fian Thgt T A resid TTeae i
u-deliaes ].'l:i:rl'il.:u]._lr ‘l::|'|1||.:~;. e rssder w1l I L 1% odar Earthier 11‘!2"‘.I.1II"I.E mn
Ihe area. To lacdlake s, earl cloplee coneludes, will 2 seleclicn ol reoom-
mendaad tarthe: reading.

FurtHeErR REaDiNG

HI'"I'.j..'HI'II:I'l. |. (ki) 1997 4 .':'I::\.f:i?‘_lll |._';F ;l'-'-'_lll'l'.lll'.1:.'lll_-_"_!." r.rl'gl':lln.' ANETS Gl .'1.-:!1.'|‘|?:Irm"|:.'r_,'
reeoreh, 2nd ean. Bostime SEeCmmer THL

Brencan, [. 1% Soudies @10 i hintery wc! pstmie of pogotshegy, Znd cdo, Cpper
saddle Biver, M|: t=aotacr-Hall
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HISTORY AS METATHEORY

INTRODUCTION

T serpuses af i aaptoer st constract the fowwdations underomning 21
ceitical appmeach fo s ychoelogy, By many wans I is the orest abwstzect chaprer
wf tle ok In che remaining chaptens we aim o use history s metatheory
il imoordr to oo this we necd o enderstand sane of the wravs tlat the sei-
vowes, inclusling Iycholopy, can be ssen rs social Activildes. [rus in Lhis
chapter we intend bo resvdas the waws that sciencecar be regarded, Lhe ways
in which liztory o science can be sludisd and come Ioa posilicn Thal allimas
b5 o develop a crilical appoach bo Parshinlogy oz bgg islary. Trosnme exlenl
wa acxnowledoe thal Lhis review iz linviled atd wedo nol e gn deeprdy inlo
Lhe comiplex philesnplical argmmenls Lral s.cmond Uhe pee. Ad dhe end of
the chapter is an annodatad billiograniy thal should guide inleresled readd-
£Ts townrds this Fascnating litaratura,

tn developing aa approach te Rialoey wee alen devebep enapoach tnoaci-
€T, ECleTwee 23 A ddcial actvity. To snme exlenl Lhese oolians ava inler-
twined, 0 the buiik of this chapier will exniore investigating roience as a
sirial notivity.

GENERAL ISSUES WiITH APPROACHES TO HISTORY

Hurris [TQ0 huga,;—:a;l‘:; thint thers are fhoys Wl ot wri‘l‘inj._l; hestories o0
Peyvchology, celebealory histerivs of Pavchalieye, revisasied hiswmes -
Faprholeye and linalls seifical Bigherivs of Teeclislogy.

Wollwoud weshing W denigrate the consisdenabale sohabamsdip of many of e
eacly works in dhe Tisdary of Pavehaligss, thes cowjerity o them wen celebea-
bore Tosdariss aned surdfegend been eesajor sdofocks Thae e as the pesmeieding biag,
Fhe tersleney boowerite 2 hisvory fo postify the owoment stados quae, alse knasn
it Lhe fondory atter the tondoney to belicye that history was inevitahly pro
preesive gond vo thee cureint stabe b asfiirs moast B the mcst cd v ol Fhe
sevene | veas abendemey ta b satergulst, that is Hle fenbiom eaes paid w the
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various intlvences brom oaside of the discinime and was concentrated on
tbe bistory of theoretical change weithin the discipline as it it was vn’y driven
by empirical and theoretical chaoge.

Lme poasible reasom tor this was the oeed tor Psycholagy, ar the ‘new
Fsrcaolopt” as proponenis called il bo represant ilsebf as 2 coherept ciacipline
with balh an Intellectusd Ristory mwnbad in swestetn phiksophy and a =olen-
Lific zpproach that rervderad it both saparate and saperior (e sther approaches.

¥hile acholarly works on the Matory of Prycholory did not always salter
Irorn hesa probiema the majerity of sudents” Brst angualiEnce with te bis-
lory ol Tsychokigy, ooten i the Hrat chapter of an inptecductony textbook,
almest cerlainir sulfers lenmn E1ese biazes in theit most extreme torm, While
Ihere mayr e a prdagopical reason [or trealing 1he histazr ai the discipliae In
this vy, Richards's (19 back has demonstrzted that it is posaibla o owoite
sivemsfully Tor eotracechery sludeols 30 asere cohiplex sed owancig il
wiy Phae st cdhar ennlampora e Leboks,

'The'.-aemr'u-r] 1} prr el hiskeviea that Hasria idealilies are resisionist Tistnries,
including examples such a3 Themas Szaaz’s wark b avl-psychiatry, Leon
Famin’s {1974 Bank Tie sclier end poiitic: of o aed Seven |av Gowld's
[T2RT, ravized 199A) Tie erizmiceziers of een. Atk ot thesa booke, alihough com-
it fraemy d et debogrieal perspectives, ifer o passionale and sticolate
Acvenint el the failing: oof srune area of MPapeholngys AN ol he warkes weere 1ari
O @ wuTretd delnite within Teechology ansd the znecial police arveas connerted
to aspecte of Pspcbalogy. They ame o vsefol cordeciive L the nobians that
Pawechobzy: stands vicside of paliticed and caltuml frrmewarss, Howesoer,
they shiare onee flaw with celobranory bistores, They iomds? ineards ¢ Teeic
i uf Ristory, By supggmsteng bt o paeekscsalar cmboe of poyacholignids mepre-
serrhc] bl cf ey ki, Hiarers Al roainkaing that The authoes af aese Tas-
beruds jucdpar prasd g2enlizfg & he in oeenr by Lha slandardz of loday, and chat
in P gasye af Kamin arad Goold see ialicicws inbeng, arcdhe parl af pasciael-
ngists, welhoruer thetn is sow Al inpuslzee.

Thee Tia! Tepe of Beslory 1hal Harriz idenlilies is eritical hizlarmr, 2he awin
[:I-:_urlt af whiuch s ke Eueoy hlﬂ.h'lf-.-' o] e ar sacial ol and F!u"] Lival
[AIWDT 3 vl iy dndellectual Tf '\.J;'m‘-.' anw] thee Bedaiefe, o i Fewe Iﬂ.’l-:’]ll'l'\-'f 'I_:P"L‘F-i
Like Hitrris, weo Belives chat s b evobles o oo s u1'lL-l.'l‘5l'Mlﬂ
il'lg buathe o Hoe F.!.-'l.:.'l; amd '|1-'.'|:'\.|,,'.'r|‘ CUTTLNLH [T G IF |'||:l'|-::|i|1:,--'_I |::l=rr|1'| 11'|.'|r'|'h::l'\.'l|‘r|a-n.-.
il Favchadogs.

To develnming a critical bistrrical appmaach to Paycholagyr wee believs it s
necassary Ln develop o appooach 0 underslanding science as a sncial scliv-
i [ 1he next, major s2clion appeaaches It acienes ar2 revieswed in ender L
undersland Lzal appoach. Al Lhe end nl 1nz chapler we metirn ko the histoeyr
af Favehndogy, in order o sketeh as appmoach iy underslanding hizlrrical
change in Tavchalng.

APPROACHES TO SCIENCE

AS varinus pranls in The hesjory of Tepchabeyr thame aas ben gecad mnlen-
versy orner whether Lhas discipline can, ar should Tw, g scietes, W 0nds
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divided hia syslam of peychalegy belween a limiled scienlilic projecr, par: of
the daturisisaenstart, and a Jarper culiural project not amnenable Lo scientific
methods, parl of the ceizlemizzershot. With the rise of Homanistic
U'svechalogy, and the crideiama tha: this atiracled from more arlaodoe pey-
chologists, Maslomy (1066) wreole 8 bonk calling for more vse ol experiendsal
tatker than experimantal methode. Bove vamently 3 number ot differsmt
eocial comalroctionial  paycholbogizis (e esa 1'-ple Harrg, K. Cergen,
Eitzinger aud Edwards! and feminist psrchelogists dor exan ple, Hollowray,
Kitzinger, M. Gorgen and Josselzon] have calles] 1or a variely of d: rJerpnl
svaya of daing Pavchalogy. W relurn Lo all of Ehese debalies in their condels
i1 La ter cha plers. Meycholagists Tirve, i Lhe main, 1een the discipline as either
4 sCiete 0T at aapiting scivnee and some of Lhe debales wilhin Psychology
have depended on whal lype of sctence Fayeholngy should be. For this rea-
SUT it iz importatt 4o examine the delates, around science wilh the aim of dis-
Ccuseing an approach to acier.os Lat enables & eritical hirtnrical perapective.

Logien! Positiorsm wnd Poppertan Ant-Pusiteizm

Tl rwrdern :-d!.-'l-P oof sk L'xEJr::rl.lfiu-n tan he linkol fie 3 raoch |.1rﬂ|'r
mrement o Fhe '|'|ih‘|.|rr_l.-' cif wegrebeern H':lmghf welii lvoinelonhes the e of
Protes sanLisin and The asseciple] e ol mafisnglization, Rrikish empscocisl
phileenphers, Thscarles's philosephy mual Jater 1he Folightesmenl and
madernity. These Lopica Iarae the subsdantive dopic af the nexl chapter bal
the majnr point s that these devrlopmends we o ol themaehees isdated and
abstract lenm culloral eonditiong,

Cne foundational figure that can be highlghted s lmaac Mowlon, who
defined the soizntitic enterprize as the aearch e a amall number of mathe-
metical laws lram which Lthe reaulanlies of nature eould be dedaced. In
Mawtan's acheme there was ne need Lo proside precise mechanisms by
which bia Lhee lives of mation and ooy sl geasily apecalend. Toe Lacl Lhal
they could be used Lo predict e roolien oo praeels amd guwons a3 solf-
Cienk

Comte codified a mere extreme version of this mearking the baginning of
pusitivism s Giddens 119741 and May 119971 have remarked poaitivizmm s
rrder ] by many eodologizte has been stripped of ity original meaning and
is now used aa a tevn of abuse, to ba hurled at anyone who tries o guantify
suzind ismLed. 1t is necassary Lo rescue Live lerm Lo what may ba ite cuzrent
sauEe in grder Lo undesstand ils impacl on science. In the positiviat philoso-
phy of szignce three functions were assignad to acience: deacrisrion, prediction
ancl cordrel.

Dhescription was bor posityvista the bagic goal of yoenoe, bo nemain as close
b abwerepion a8 pewsible and not to indulie in hypothetical exolimnations.
TTnder Fuis srhemae seiemdists wondd clasidy oheerae nommad ewenks, disceser
the nnelerlyvings egulacitics and proposy seientific [ thit somomeeeee taese
cdiza phmy. These scientific lawe wote s seen as theories or hypothoses
hul 4% e mmiere than pecuete summary desoription:

Prodition flowes mifurally from these desorprions, The sckntific Towes peo-
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poscd woukd allews for the predictivn of fehire cvents provided thet those
b emotivsd surnmanios weeo pocessh

Control s pmes from the ahilite of, for ssample. epgineens o create objects
oceending o thewse scientifc firves, thus inbeovening: in -he natral erder.

Thig scheme i wf conmse impoverishod when it comes o caplanodon. An
atempt fo save the fogal-pos et posficn, as ausitivism became known os
it melded with developments iv Jogic and methematics, was made by
Nempel and Oppenheim. L e Hempel-Cppenheine aporaach o r:x]:l].mat-n:n
was that scientific explanatiens could be reparded a5 Lopical arguanents. Tl
ovcnt: b0 be cxplained, the cepliandme, condd Be deduced trom the
cxpicngnz, e welevant sciontitic lewes and obhsemnod dnidal comlitions. A
by feaure here is thar sehar is pe be explained must be soparated from its
explanation.

Licmpael weas aware of at lenst one of the problams with tae Legical posi-
Evist scoweme of soience and camne np with the famows “paradax of the raven”
to zhastrate the problem of drending generalizations (146

tmagina that you ave an orflhnlogist attempting o oaefivm the hypothe-
5i thal all ravers are bleck. Ubwiouzly linding a »lack raven would, b anme
degree, corlitm the hypolhesia. and I:!nd.ll'l.h awkile taven wiould ieelulalhy
disconlirm the by heeiz. Hoopel's paradoss Degina wilh the claim thal L
hypothesis can i dmply restabed as AL nar black taings are non mavens'.
Logrcal this costatemens appears to be the samw as tho arviginal hepothesis.
This m-.r..wm:m[_; iz a conimiposfieiat and ...-:'-rnlm]:lm Lfves of anv statemen: ane
identical i mraning to the oripinot 1.1.ni.1n1|.15 This is wheve the parados
bowinz. “All won l"l:r]-c things are non-ravens” is a kot cosior to best, Slrl:l.ng at

your chair vou can soe a noabor of things that are aps black and aze not
ravens which help condfizm the hypothesis al2 tavema are bacle 1t iz a lot ens-
ier than going o ali the alaccs whoe yavens usvally dwell and obsardng
thiem there. Hlowever, B1e same evidence cen be used Lo suppott dillercnl
hyprtheses, the hypothesis Al tavens are waite” has as its contrapositivist
ol nem-mavens are aom-whane'; fhue g ned herming wonld previde conbroma-
tism 1 heth hpanthesios, This i camrly shenmed, The solation i o wet of sules
hawowsn as Miconds criteron afber the philosopher Joan Nicod. T teroes of
hEeck mvens these can be stabixd ax

| Sipnting a black raver makes the genaratizacion mora likeky,
3 Sighting a non-black, raven disproyge the smtomant.
3 Sbserarions of Mack ron-ravers and Jop-black non-ravens arae irrelevant

The: Togaeal -positivict schemw has hod a number of impacts on Puycholagy,
rinaL Lyt Shiad b blagetirres Bt 'F.-:_'_me ]Hl'lL:IHj. bt.|-;.|r| nsenrt it J:h:.:_lr:l'hn aTy jelein-
Lty the main appraach W aclen: @ownas Degiosl-posalivizee, Same of che anki-
melapdirzical arnocuncrments of he behasioueisis can e linkad 1a Lk
|.l.l.-': Linanie ool E'|1|.=: 1'.J_!-_1I. wl Flllhl‘l.l'i']!-‘t-.. Huwesver, oven du I‘I|'|i.-; Elacs axma Eserre wenira:
Paychalagizts, Ta msaniple, Luse davcelapaang Fe beaniogues 27 1aelve weely-
sig and M daling ol menbal swd edler atiemoles, whoes ek caonnel b
jlli]_!.'ll.'l:] NER] :|H:t:rn|::r|' ta1 Fiplloew: they <brctuces: |:_1|"'|-:|ﬁ'i|:_':|| |:l|_:-e_~;i‘|'i'-.-i,:_-.'rn.

H-:ll.-'-'n:'m*r_, '|'r_l,-' i breries $hoat bhae Hl!m[ﬂ']{]‘rl'l’h:':l'l‘l-:‘il‘l‘l e rded 0l bxsen [rra-
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prwed ngical-positin=am weas in linuhle, nal Teast Digm exents in phyesics and
Lhe Tearlans o Lhese evenlsin p=ilnsaphye

The angi-pasidivisi philpsapier, Tepper, poopaescd an zeromenl in Greoer
of Ialsifiabllity as ag allarmadive o posdiviem, Topper companad e logical-
presilivagh paosition nl acesnce W oa Taackel imo whin b 2he weine of koowladge
was preanraed o e prireaad simple Dom palenlly and indoesteionzly gath-
1= facls The praldem Thal Propepan Bighlighdad i chal il is assible o 5nsd
ernpirical Macla b sup porl essan the nmst didicolae s claims, Fapoer's solidian
ta Lhia cilemma ia thal scierl dic theanes mes) e able e make predictions
that ate in principle falsifiable. The izsee s whelbeg 1L iz mase imsreliast Lo
ok Toe confirming inglanges o nae-con feoing instonses o woith Foppers
Jrrogiesal il Becenes o o to develop cxpen eaents, or sk Sor
alwe el Thal ane o beal el by pothesis Decocse they e Jespraoeee {4,

Wit Tupsea atees o= iz weay af judeioe weicntitic fewrics. Scivntific the-
otizm shonld givee us Topacileses Il are opeen 1o oofelaclon, & Theas Sl
pFrovcides 1o man® Fmils an the abseeealions € acoepds, oo e Gee ar ds-
crndaresing ewidence & Teoey et s ters fooruke oF ke Lesdablie i o posar the-
oy, Pappes’a seagme iz afen cdescribed e the porme {oe geand sonense
Foienlisl s i Thedr prolesacmmal [asnouasements seoad ke paod Fapoeeians,
akhng s o iy Tee Dilbert ] AefuTkos C19833 shaoe, secwritishe reey we]]
1k very LEfer ey arewrgst themecleess

Thwes e nadambe e ef psings b b goeede at this stage, The frstis toak ooy
perusloprigts shll falk ke Lpoenl aomitivists 1'.;|TJ:|,|;_~:|'.1'_I:|.|_|1 wexacd Papmerians.
Far |;'-!-|==.r'r'|,|:‘:||1'J T HIREIT SR '-.1"""":'4": |::111|:1iri_-;':_:-f v oaf Tanrnep e hebeziwieng r.
Thix IS o |:‘:|]Hi|'| e el -1 i | EII.JI::I] s b iz en il_‘:-llrj,'lu'l'.-., Flyas jl':u:rn:ﬂ'-‘:
AFE Mk |i'kt:']_':;f Loy resierl Elgrlil'ln:_:lr:f rezai]ty thom resag s 11-at ravpct Fawge -
truenlal hypolhesis, degpries e facr dheat those geell-desigead dodie. hed
vejest a hepaslhesiz arg mcre onfoegd bee urelaor Tappser'e schiemg Do theee
audles thal onfem an fxperimersdi ] Dypothese:

The sewond 15 bl Toppers phdesephy hod a direet impmet on o
Favctolmgast called FPerer Watson, whe deweloped 2 nonrber of cupedmental
lasws b femt welwslbwer e ngar ||u|_:'|:r].:_' el i:_l:furd:mg 1 Puprper s :4_.1;14_'.
Jummarlziag a very Jesae dleralire il apprans that peaple seiler frar 3
number of bidses when reasaning. Cne el These, a conflirmaltion bias, soggesis
that most paople look ter confrmakary evidence tather than evidence thal
may retule a hypathesis. Thiz work Tas develaped Inlaa Faschaleg e of aci-
entieta, which attemyrts toonad el The cagnilive pracseses a2 scirnes; wwhice il
may be inleredaling iLls an appoach e ceenoecd “noen e one weare laklng,
in thia bnok.

The hind, and sl mporiand s ous peespussive, 15 5l neithere of
LTt 32 6, ol EJ.‘iH'll."ve'-_, reeatan [l |'r||_'-r|_"-:'|_:-m'|1i'|':-|: 'I:r_1rrr'|I|'|.3|‘i-: ==, well sonk e
purpoaes wilkin this honk.

In tha lagical-positiviat veraion incrrect past Laearied would 2e inooerect
Seppee uf either ermors o biases I previous generations of scerdsis or
SCEEe PrEvivme soizntists had ro (bechmologicalt wear ¢ naking the rwces-
sary ehservations. Under this scheme nur book wwoald be a cautionary tale,
catale,miing ereors cod disouesing biasas, wilh ke occazional landing ot nes
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